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Our pattern of services remains the same providing five Sunday services each 

month with Evensong being substituted by Matins during the winter months. Our 

special services have been very well attended and we have welcomed many 

villagers and friends from outside the village in addition to our regular 

congregations. These services depend on the unstinting time and effort put in 

by people within our congregation. We would like to thank all those people for 

both the planning and ‘behind the scenes’ jobs which make these services so 

successful. 

 

Buzz Club continues although because of village demographics there are few 

children of primary school age. After a questionnaire was sent to parents it has 

been decided to hold activities in the holidays and so far these have been well 

attended. It is hoped to create a pre-school group which will meet during the 

day either here in church or in the village hall. 

 

The North Aislers is a new adult music group which meets, as the name 

suggests, in the north aisle. They played on Christmas morning and as this was 

well received by a packed church, were invited to play at the March family 

service when they were joined by five young musicians. 

 

The north aisle is proving to be a very adaptable space. A villager organised a 

charity coffee morning in October, Buzz Club have used it, and social events 

such as Harvest refreshments, Safari Supper,the John Betjeman poetry 

afternoon tea and the Lent suppers have been successful. It is used regularly 

for PCC and other meetings as well as the Thursday morning Holy Communion 

services and Compline during Holy Week. 

The church is left open every day which we know is appreciated not only by 

visitors to Corston, but by villagers and church members alike. 

 



In order to reduce our carbon footprint we have replaced our light bulbs with 

80% energy saving bulbs and lowered the frostat setting on our boiler. A 

considerable reduction in our electricity and gas bills should result. 

Our scheme ‘Adopt a Tree’ proved popular. Adopters cut back suckers in the 

autumn reducing our bills for churchyard maintenance. We are pleased that Ray 

Stevens, who looks after our churchyard beautifully, has been returned to good 

health after being so ill last year. 

 

Corston Church Preservation Trust has now been formed. We are so grateful to 

the committee who have been meeting regularly to set up the trust to help raise 

funds for the preservation of our beautiful and historic church. 

 

The church building is in good order with the exception of the steeple. Extreme 

weather conditions this winter highlighted the urgent need for repairs to the 

pointing and stonework. A report and estimate have been received and we need 

to carry out these works as soon as possible. In the meantime, we have had to 

cancel bell ringing as the belfry and ropes were saturated with water. As 

churchwardens we would like to record our thanks to Tony Rodger, the outgoing 

Chair of the Fabric Committee, for all his work and time given in caring for our 

church building. 

We have much appreciated the support of Corston Parish Council for our 

request for a safe crossing of the A39.A petition was organised and presented 

to BANES cabinet committee by Anthony Acton. 

With the news of our Rector, Richard, retiring later this year, a group has been 

set up to prepare for assembling our Parish Profile. Questionnaires have been 

distributed and meetings during Lent have taken place to give all parishioners 

the opportunity to make comments or suggestions. We will all miss our much 

loved rector Richard but we are preparing to accept the challenges the vacancy 

will present. 

We want to thank, very sincerely, our rector Richard, our Readers, Lay Team, 

PCC and all who serve on committees, our organists, flower arrangers, those who 

help at the village market and the soup lunches, our cleaners and Ray Stevens 

who cares for our churchyard. There are many others who give generously of 

their time and talents to help our church financially and in providing a caring 

and, we hope, welcoming church community. 

Jane Jones and Liz Acton 


